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INFORMATION CORNER 


§{ TO AVOID THE LOSS of your magazine, kindly advise us of your change 
of address not later than the 15th of the month. We cannot replace magazines 
lost in this way. Both the OLD and the NEW address must be sent. 


{| DURING THE WINTER MONTHS our work is unusually heavy and our help 
is limited. All orders will have our prompt and careful attention; with regard to 
letters, however, we must appeal to the patience of our kind friends and request 
a lapse of two weeks before you expect a reply. 


{| LOOK AT THE DATE OF YOUR WRAPPER. It indicates the month 
and the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads “Nov. 20” your sub- 
scription expired with Nov., 1920 issue; if “Jan. 21,” it expires with this issue. 
Single subscription renewals will not be acknowledged by letter. The advanced 
date on your wrapper will show that your subscription was properly credited. 





Drar Friend! 
Our Wishes ta Yau for 1921 — 





May the Birth of our Lord bring you Blessings, 
May the Smile of His Lips bring you Peace! 
May the Arms of His Mercy sustain you, 


May your Love for our Savior increase! 


May your Christmas be Peaceful and Blessed, 
May your New Year be Joyous and Bright! 
May the Will of our Lord be your Treasure, 
May the Words of our Lord be your Light! 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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“O Blessed Virgin! Spotless Lady! Queen of creation! Thou alone wast 


worthy to become the Mother of the Eternal Son!” — St. Sophronius. 


“With what marvelous flowers shall we weave thee a crown, O Mary! For 
from thee has budded the Flower of Jesse, Christ our Lord, Who adorns us with glory 
and honor. I desire to possess this Flower, Jesus my Savior, but in vain will | seek 


Him unless with thee, O Mary!” — Sz. Z/dephonse. 
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OUR GOOD WISHES FOR 1921 





We extend to you, dear readers, friends and benefactors, our 
heartiest, kindest wishes for the New Year. Through the love and 
grace of the Divine Infant, may this year be one of blessing and 
merit to you; blessing for time and merit for eternity. 

Joyous and hopeful we enter upon the New Year. We know 
that a loving Father in heaven watches over us, shields us, and 
protects us; who has given us His well-beloved Son and, with Him, 
all that is good and precious in heaven and on earth. The Divine 
Child, too, has given us the dearest It could give: His own tender, 
cherished Mother. She shall also be our Mother for time and eter- 
nity. These two heavenly gifts, Jesus and Mary, are the cause of 
our special Christmas joy. With Jesus and Mary we need not fear. 
Full of hope, peace and confidence we look into the future and into 
eternity. 

May the Heavenly Child with His sweetest Mother bless you all! 











HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


May our magazine announce tidings of blessing, peace and love to every Chris- 
tian home where it is welcomed. The joyous Christmas carols still echo; the heavenly 
song of the angels: ‘‘Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace to men of good 
will,’’ still rings. This Divine Christmas peace we will invoke upon our readers, 
friends and benefactors, with whom we are closely united by the bonds of love and 
gratitude. 

Accept our sincere thanks, all who in word or deed are circulating our publi- 
cation so successfully, thereby fostering love and veneration for the Holy Eucharist 
and the Heavenly Mother. At the same time, we beg our dear readers and solicitors 
to continue their good work during the New Year, and to devote themselves with 
special zeal to the circulation of our magazine. We make two requests: 1. That 
all subscribers pay their subscription promptly. 2. That every one who loves and 
reads our periodical secure one new subscriber. True, many noble-souled persons 
fulfill these two requests most lovingly; still, there are some who forget to send 
their yearly subscription of $1.00, and others seem to think: Some one else can get 
a new subscriber. I cannot take the time and trouble. 

Today we renew our modest petition to our subscribers to work hand in hand 
with us, in making our magazine more widely known. You will thereby become 
true apostles! How many souls owe their conversion to the reading of our period- 
ical! How many others derive great spiritual benefit therefrom and obtain an in- 
crease of eternal glory! 


Yet a third thought moves our heart today. It concerns the poor Sisters in 
Austria and Germany, also the children under their charge. Surely, during the year 
1921 we will continue to help, yes, help effectually, as far as our means permit. 
And the priests of those stricken countries, we will aid by sending them Mass 
intentions. Generous patrons of our publication! you have already accomplished a 
great, a sublime work! We feel honored to possess such worthy subscribers! The 
supporters of few periodicals have equalled your Christian charity! 

During this holy Christmas season, we also make a modest personal appeal. 
You realize fully the high cost of food, clothing and fuel, in our country. The 
expenses of our large community are enormous. Our humble petition is: do not 
forget us during the joyful Christmas season, that we may be enabled to carry 
on God’s work cheerfully and courageously. Think! Lately we ordered paper, 
and our bill amounted to nearly $15,000. Before the war the same material would 
have cost scarcely more than $4,000. Such orders are made a few times a year! 
Isn’t that an enormous sum? But trusting in God, we shall continue, knowing 
well that our good friends and patrons will help us. 

Kindly greetings to all through the Divine Heart of Jesus, 


Benediétine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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The Three Holy Kings, Our Models. 


WHEN THE SON of God in boundless love for us descended 
to earth, doubtless, legions of angels accompanied Him to 
adore the Word made Flesh in mortal frame. When “the grace 
of God, our Savior, appeared to all men” (Titus ii. 11), then 
mankind, too, hastened to adore their Redeemer. And, as at 
the beginning of His earthly life, so also during its entire 
course, Jesus had His adorers, from the Crib to the Cross. 
Yea, even His lifeless Body was intended to be the object of 
the holy women’s veneration on Easter morning. 

Christ, however, has not left the earth. As nineteen 
hundred years ago in human flesh, He now continues His 
Divinely-human life, concealed beneath the lowly forms of 
bread in the Most Blessed Sacrament. Also as Eucharistic 
God He has had His adorers throughout the centuries, begin- 
ning with His Blessed Mother in the cenacle, down to the 
thousands in our day who consider themselves honored to be 
adorers of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist. 

Who were the first worshipers of the Incarnate Word 
on earth? After Mary and Joseph, they were the pious shep- 
herds as representatives of the Jews, and the three Holy Kings 
as the first fruits among the heathens. These latter, as our 
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ambassadors, our prototypes and forerunners in the adoration 
of the Word made Flesh, are likewise our models in the service 
of our Eucharistic King. 

Who called them to the court of Jesus? Two thousand 
years ago, heathens as well as Jews, expected salvation and 
redemption. Both knew that an extraordinary star would 
announce the advent of the world’s Redeemer. When, there- 
fore, the Magi beheld the star, exceptional in splendor and 
size, they understood by Divine inspiration that the Savior 
had come into the world, and immediately they started on 
their journey. “We have seen His star and are come to adore 
Him” (Matt. ii. 2).. 

Who does not marvel at the docility, the courage of these 
heathens? At the first call of grace, they leave their country, 
their families, occupations, possessions and comforts, to pay 
homage to the long-expected Savior. A perilous, wearisome 
journey lies before them, but nothing can daunt their resolve: 
neither the desert nor the unfamiliar paths, neither the un- 
certainty of their aim nor the opposition of those princes through 
whose domains they must pass. The star illumines the way; 
but brighter shines their faith, their trust in God, and their 
desire to greet and honor the world’s Redeemer. Oh, how 
such an example puts us to shame! Does not the same Re- 
deemer, God and Man, to whom the Magi traveled, dwell in 
our churches? Does not the star of the perpetual lamp con- 
tinually burn? 

Bright thou glowest, ruby light, 
While we wake or sleep; 

“Come!” thou callest to my heart, 
“Come! thy vigil keep.” 

Does not the light of our faith shine in our soul and call 
out to us: “Come let us fall down and adore; for He is the 
Lord our God?” (Ps. xciv.) No great distance separates us 
from the house of God. Why, then, do we not hasten oftener 
to Jesus, our Savior and Redeemer? Alas! our faith is too 
weak, our love too cold. We lack that spirit of joyful sacrifice: 
an hour of sleep, a temporal gain, an amusement, a mere 
nothing withholds us from the Supreme Good. 

It is generally supposed that the three Holy Kings came 
from southern Arabia. Consequently, they had already trav- 
ersed an immense distance when they reached Palestine. 
Here, new trials await them. Jerusalem is troubled at their 
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arrival; it knows nothing of the new-born King of the Jews. 
It even ridicules those who have come from distant lands to 
pay Him homage. Herod, jealous, self-conceited Herod, trem- 
bles for his throne, and had God not protected the pious 
pilgrims, they would scarcely have escaped his fury. 

However, no difficulty weakens the faith and perseverance 
of the Wise Men. Having learned where, according to Scrip- 
ture, the Messiah is to be born, they leave the heedless city, 
not one of whose inhabitants joins their company. The star 
again illumines the path that leads from Jerusalem to Beth- 
lehem. Soon they arrive at their destination. 

If you desire to be a true adorer of the Blessed Sacrament, 
you, too, must be ready for contradictions under every form. 
Unbelievers will ridicule and pity you; the indifferent will taunt 
and scorn you, criticise your frequent visits to church and the 
reception of the holy sacraments. Your piety will be censured 
as waste of time, your devotions as being unsuited to the 
spirit of the present day. Obstacles of all kinds will cross your 
path to make you waver in your pious faith. But persevere 
as did the three Holy Kings. Ignore the scorn and taunts of 
men, and hasten to your Savior in the Blessed Sacrament as 
often as your duties and time will permit. 


What Faith! What Humility! 


Bethlehem is reached; still, the Magi perceive no signs of 
the birth of the world’s Redeemer. Reason would have led them 
to the palaces of the great; but the star, the light of faith, guides 
their steps to a stable. There, bedded on straw, lies a frail 
Infant, His tender limbs scantily clad in swathing bands. A 
young Mother and a poor carpenter kneel at His side. No 
light, no fire, no bed; everything bears the impress of poverty, 
the utmost poverty! At first sight, the Magi must have felt 
keen disappointment, for they had come in grand array, in 
princely splendor, in all the magnificence of an Oriental cortege. 
Are they not seeking a king? — and they find but a helpless 
Infant. Are they not seeking the Creator of the universe? — 
and they find lowliness and poverty. Yet an interior voice 
whispers to them, “This Child is God!” And falling down 
they adored Him (Matt. ii. 4). 

Behold how the Arabian kings kneel in a stable before a 
new-born Infant who shivers from the cold. They are princes, 
rich and powerful, but they bow their heads to the dust before 
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the Almighty God. What faith! What humility! Is not some- 
thing similar required of us? What do we see in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament? Only the insignificant form of bread. All 
our senses deceive us, as they once deceived the Wise Men; 
but faith assures us that the same God and Savior before 
whom the Magi prostrated, as He lay in the Crib at Bethlehem, 
is present in the Sacred Host. Therefore we, too, cast ourselves 
upon our knees and exclaim: 
O Godhead hid! devoutly / adore Thee, 

Who truly art within the forms before me; 

To Thee my heart | bow with bended knee, 

As failing quite in contemplating Thee. 

Yes, before the tabernacle let us frequently repeat this 
act of faith, so pleasing to our Lord and so meritorious for us! 
Let us reject every objection made by reason. Reason is the 
light of man; faith the light of Christians. 

What must have been the sentiments of the three Holy 
Kings when they gazed into the eyes of the Divine Child and 
when His eyes met theirs with a look of pleasure! Who can 
describe their bliss, when the Blessed Virgin placed the lovely 
Babe in their arms, when they caressed Him and pressed Him 
to their heart? Ah! that must have been the most blissful 
moment of their life, a moment of heavenly delights. 

O faithful soul! envy not the Holy Kings. Great, indeed, 
was their happiness; but your lot is still more enviable. Does 
not the Divine Child from the tabernacle also look upon you 
with pleasure, if you kneel before Him in faith and humility ? 
Certainly! He smiles upon your soul, when, though convinced 
of its unworthiness, it comes to Him with confidence. Yes, 
and still more: He rests just as lovingly in your arms, nay, 
He deigns to abide even in your heart when you receive Him 
in Holy Communion. Once only could the Holy Kings visit 
our Lord; once only could they kneel in adoration before Him 
and take Him in their arms. But you, — you live so near to 
Jesus; perhaps daily you pass’ His dwelling; daily you can greet 
the Blessed Sacrament, and how easily receive this amiable 
Child! Oh! do so often, very often, but always with senti- 
ments of faith, humility and love like those of the Holy Kings. 


Meaning of the Gifts Offered by the Holy Kings. 


Their homage of adoration alone does not satisfy them; 
their love impels them to give further expression to their 
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happiness, as a friend is urged to express his love by giving 
presents to his friend. And opening their treasures, they 
offered Him gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh (Matt. ii. 11)- 
These were the choicest products of their country, symbolic 
of the most precious gifts their hearts could offer. Jesus is 
King, yes, King of all kings; and “of His kingdom there shall 
be no end” (Luke i. 33). At His feet, therefore, the Magi lay 
gold, the most precious of metals, and with this gold their 
hearts, their love. In astonishment they admire the infinite 
condescension which caused the Lord of heaven and earth to 
become a weak Child in human flesh, in order to reconcile man 
with God and make man happy. With the gold, they give this 
loving Savior every affection of their heart. 

This King and Savior we, too, possess in the Most Holy 
Sacrament, Him, our Creator, our Redeemer, our Supreme 
Lord. Shall we not also bring Him the gold of love, and 
make Him King of our hearts? Even though we placed all 
we are and all we possess at His feet, yet nothing is so precious 
as our love. Let Him reign over us! May His Eucharistic 
kingdom triumph more and more! 

The second gift the Magi offer is incense, which signifies 
that the Divine Babe is God. By this, they acknowledge His 
supreme dominion, for incense is symbolic of adoration and 
prayer. With this gift they unite their living faith which, 
though it beholds but a helpless Infant, weeping and shivering 
yet bends the knee while it humbly prays: 

In loving adoration unto Thee 
O Hidden God, 1 humbly bend my knee, 
Thy Godhead and Thy Manhood are concealed, 
To senses hid, to Faith alone revealed. 

And can we not offer Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament the 
incense of faith and fervent prayer? Oh, certainly! Whenever 
we greet Him adoringly, when we reverently bend our knee 
before Him, when, in devout prayers and hymns, we praise 
and bless the Eucharistic God, the sweetest fragrance of 
incense rises to His throne, and we honor Him as did once 
the pious Kings. 

They place still another gift before the Crib. Jesus is God, 
but also true man; only as man could He suffer and die for 
the world’s Redemption. Ah! the tender limbs of this amiable 
Child are destined to be afflicted with pain and torments of 
every kind. The little arms so lovingly opened to welcome 
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the holy pilgrims, will once be cruelly stretched out upon the 
Cross. The purest Blood which courses through His veins 
and tints His delicate cheeks, will be spilt to its last drop. 
The countenance, now so sweet and charming, will once be 
disfigured; and the eyes, that gaze upon all with so much 
love will once close in a most bitter death. Knowing this by 
Divine inspiration, the Magi present Him with myrrh, the 
symbol of suffering and of bitterness. But, realizing well 
that Christ’s Passion is the foundation of Christian hope they, 
at the same time, offer Him their trust and their hope of eternal 
salvation. 

Let us, too, place this gift at the feet of our Savior in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. Is it not He who has endured such 
cruel torments, and has given us Himself in the Holy Eucha- 
rist in a most wonderful manner as a remembrance of this 
Passion ? 

Let us thank Him for His love and offer Him the myrrh 
of sacrifices and mortifications as a proof of our love. Let 
us give Him our full confidence, and often fortify ourselves 
by Holy Communion, the medicine of immortality, the pledge 
of our glorious resurrection and eternal happiness. 


On Another Way. 


God regards not the material value of our gifts but the 
degree of love with which we offer them. How great, there- 
fore, must have been the delight with which the Divine Child 
accepted the gifts of the pious Kings! And as God will not 
be surpassed in generosity, what rich treasures of grace must 
Jesus have poured out upon them in return! How sad must 
have been their hearts when the time came to leave Bethle- 
hem and retrace their steps to their own country. They went 
back another way into their country (Matt. ii. 12). Not to 
Jerusalem, to the enemies of Jesus, nor to the company of 
unbelievers, the godless and indifferent did they go. Under 
God’s protection they escaped the hands of the cruel Herod 
and arrived safe in their native land. The honors rendered 
to the Magi by Holy Church, and the reverence with which 
she preserves their relics, are proofs that they persevered in 
the zeal and pious sentiments which they drew from Jesus at 
the Crib. The Church celebrates their: feast with great splen- 
dor and invokes their intercession. 

What fruits should we draw from the visits to the Most 
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Blessed Sacrament, the hearing of Holy Mass, the devout re- 
ception of Holy Communion? After such intimate converse 
with Jesus in the Adorable Sacrament, we, too, should shun 
the company of the godless, the intercourse with the wicked, 
and avoid the occasions of sin. In short, let us, as the Holy 
Kings, journey another way to our eternal home, to heaven. 
The richest blessings of grace will then also follow us: bless- 
ings for ourselves, blessings for others; blessings upon our 
undertakings, blessings for the affairs of others. 

The three Holy Kings were near Jesus but once and this 
one visit confirmed them in sanctity for their whole life. They 
became apostles of the Savior in their own country, and dif- 
fused the knowledge of Him throughout their domain. Do 
likewise. Be an apostle of the same Jesus whom you so often 
visit and receive. Spread His knowledge, His love, as far as 
lies in your power. If thus you become like unto your models 
in the spirit of generosity and self-sacrifice, if you bring to 
your Savior in the Most Blessed Sacrament the gifts of burning 
love, of living faith, of fervent prayer and confident trust, then 
be assured, Jesus will reward you here and hereafter. He 
will guide you through all the perils of this life and lead you 
to your eternal home, where you will behold unveiled Him, in 
whom you have believed; will possess Him in whom you have 
hoped; and will be eternally united with Him whom you have 
so ardently loved. 

O Jesus, whom by Faith I now descry, 
Vetled as Thou liest here from mortal eye. 
When wilt Thou grant the longing of my heart, 
Thirsting to see and know Thee as Thou art: 
To see Thee face to face in endless day, 

When Faith shall cease and shadows flee away; 
To share Thy blessedness without alloy, 
To glory in Thy glory and Thy joy! 


WISCONSIN: “We could hardly get along without the “Angel Book” as the 
children call it. We have received so many blessings and favors, that we would 
never have received were it not for your magazine.” 


FROM A PRIEST OF IOWA: ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ is really like the pearl of great 
price, spoken of in Matthew, Chap. 13. — Catholics and non-Catholics should by all means 
buy this pearl. — ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ leads us tothe kingdom of heaven. 


CALIFORNIA: “I am so glad you publish “Tabernacle and Purgatory” every 
month now. It surely is a jewel among Catholic literature, and as the disciples 
felt their hearts warmed at the words of Christ on their way to Emaus, so also 
every word in your magazine carries with it the beneficial warmth of the Divine 
flame.” 
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Our Lord’s Journe ‘s and Public Teaching. 


The Revelations of A atherine Emmerich continued. 


Jesus in Peter’s Home. Measures Taken by the Pharisees. 


JESUS DISEMBARKED on the upper coast of Bethsaida 
where Peter, Andrew, James the Greater, James the Less and Phil- 
ip awaited His arrival. He went with them to Peter’s home 
in the valley between Bethsaida and Capharnaum, where Mary 
and the other women had assembled. Peter’s mother-in-law 
lay sick of a fever. Jesus went to see her, but did not heal 
her then. Our Lord’s feet were being washed and a meal 
prepared. The main subject of conversation at table was that 
fifteen pharisees had been sent to Capharnaum to spy on Jesus. 

That young man from Nazareth, who had repeatedly begged 
Jesus to receive him, came to Capharnaum. He had been 
married and shortly after had been commissioned as a scribe. 
Jesus said to His disciples: “Do you see for whom you peti- 
tioned Me? He asked to be My disciple, and now he comes 
to spy on Me!” 

This young man wanted to join our Lord through vanity, 
and because He would not receive him, associated with the 
enemies of Jesus. It had been planned that these pharisees 
should remain for some time in Capharnaum. They came two 
and two from different cities; one was to return and report, 
the second was to remain in Capharnaum and closely observe 
the doings and teaching of Jesus. They had already held an 
assembly and summoned before them Serobabel, the centurion, 
and his son, and questioned them regarding the cure and teach- 
ing. They could not deny the cure nor reject the teaching; 
still they were greatly vexed because Jesus did not study with 
them; that He associated with common people, Essenians, fisher- 
men, publicans and sinners; that He had no authority from 
Jerusalem to preach; that He did not ask them, as doctors, 
for advice; that He was not a pharisee or sadducee, that He 
taught among the Samaritans and healed on the Sabbath. 
The young man from Nazareth, especially, was a decided enemy 
of the Samaritans whom he persecuted in every way. 

The friends and relatives of Jesus did not wish Him to 
teach in Capharnaum on the Sabbath; even His Mother was 
anxious, and she asked Him, had He not better go over to the 
opposite side of the Lake. On such occasions, Jesus briefly 
declined, without further explanation. 
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Numerous Cures. 


Peter had received a great number of sick Jewish persons 
on his premises, and Jesus healed many of them the following 
morning. He had told Peter on the previous night to leave 
his fishery trade for the morrow, and assist Him in fishing 
men; soon He should call him away altogether. Peter obeyed, 
but at the same time was somewhat perplexed. He always 
felt that the life with our Lord was too high for him, he could 
not understand it. He believed; he was full of faith; he saw 
the miracles; he gladly divided everything; did everything 
willingly. but always felt that he was not fit for such a life: 
was too simple, was not worthy; and to all this was attached 
a secret anxiety for his trade. 

At times, also, he was vexed because people reviled him 
because he, a simple fisherman, wandered about with the 
Prophet, permitted his house to be a centre of religious fanatics 
and tumult, and neglected his trade. He was always struggling 
with these feelings, for he was not as enthusiastic as Andrew 
and the others, yet full of faith and love. But he was timid, 
accustomed to his trade, and humble, and in his simplicity 
liked to stay at his business. 

Blind, lame, deaf, dumb and paralytic Jews were there, and 
many who were dropsical. The healing was performed with 
utmost order and solemnity. The people had already been 
here two days, and Andrew, Peter and other disciples had 
lodged them comfortably. Jesus taught and exhorted the 
crowds of sick who were carried or led about Him in a circle. 
Some wished to confess their crimes to Him, and He took them 
aside privately. They sank down before Him, accusing them- 
selves and weeping. Among the heathens were several who 
had committed murder and robbery on their journeys. Some 
of them Jesus let lie a while and gave His attention to others; 
later, He said to them, “Arise, your sins are forgiven you!” 
Among the Jews were adulterers and usurers. After He had 
perceived their contrition and told them how to make amends, 
He prayed with them, imposed His hands, and they recovered. 
Besides, He ordered many to cleanse themselves in a bath. 
Some heathens He directed to baptism or to the newly converted 
heathens in Upper Galilee. Crowd after crowd came :before 
Him, and the disciples maintained order. 

Jesus also passed through Bethsaida. The place was full 
of people as on a great pilgrimage. Here, also, He healed in 
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various inns and on the street. In Andrew’s home a repast 
had been prepared. Some children were here: Peter’s ten-year- 
old step-daughter with other girls of her age, two other daugh- 
ters, eight and ten, and a little son of Andrew who wore a 
yellow garment with a girdle. Some elderly women were with 
them. The children stood beneath a porch and spoke of the 
Prophet, whether He would soon arrive, and ran to and fro to 
see if He were coming. They came here to see Him, for usually 
children were kept back. As Jesus passed by, He looked at 
them and blessed them. Afterwards I saw Jesus return to the 
house of Peter and heal many: persons. He healed about a 
hundred on this day, pardoned their sins and directed them 
what they should do in future. 

I saw, as before, that Jesus’ methods of healing were not 
all alike. He healed in various ways, probably to show the 
disciples how they and the Church, ever after, should do. In 
all His works and sufferings, there was a human form and 
substance; nothing was magic or suddenly transformed. At all 
the healings, I saw a certain transition according to the nature 
of the disease and sins. I saw, too, that all those over whom 
He prayed and imposed His hands, entered into a state of 
calmness and interior recollection for some moments, then they 
arose convalescent, as if from a slight swoon. The lame arose 
gently, cast themselves before our Lord, and were cured; but 
the full strength and agility of their limbs was restored only 
after a time: to some, after hours; to others, after days. 

I saw dropsical persons who could totter to Him and such 
as were carried. Usually He laid His hand on their head and 
breast. Immediately after His words they could rise and walk; 
they felt quite easy and the water passed from them in perspira- 
tion. As soon as lepers were healed, the scales dropped from their 
bodies, but the red scars still remained. Those who regained 
their senses of sight, speech or hearing, were at first still un- 
accustomed to their use. I saw such as were suffering from 
palsey being healed; they were without pain and could walk. 
The swelling, however, did not leave suddenly, but soon after. 
Persons afflicted with convulsions were healed at once, and the 
fever left them, but their strength was not restored instantly; 
they recuperated like a wilted plant after the rain. Possessed 
persons usually fell into a short faint from which they regained 
consciousness gently, but were quite fatigued. Everything took 
place quietly and orderly; only to unbelievers and to His ene- 
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mies, the miracles of Jesus were something terrible. 

The pharisees, and especially the fifteen who had just 
arrived, sat around His cathedra and treated Him with real 
shyness and hypocritical reverence. They handed Him the 
Scripture-rolls and He taught from Isaias, that God hath not 
forgotten His people (xlix). He read: “And if a woman should 
forget her infant, yet will God not forget His people.” And 
from what followed He explained that God could not be pre- 
vented by the wickedness of men from showing mercy to the 
destitute. He said, “The time of which the prophet speaks is 
now at hand. Many will assemble to adorn His sanctuary. 
Many will be good and devout, many will be benefactors and 
leaders of the poor people, that the barren synagogue will say: 
Who hath brought forth these children? The pagans will be 
converted to the Church and the kings will serve her.” 

He proved that everything had been accomplished, that 
the Father had sent Him to announce and bring salvation, 
and to gather those who had been seduced and were abandoned 
by the synagogue. When He pronounced the passage, as of 
Himself: “The Lord hath given Me a learned tongue to uphold 
by word him that is weary; in the morning He wakeneth My 
ear that I may hear Him as a Master and I do not resist Him” 
(Is. 1.), the pharisees took it bluntly as though He were praising 
Himself. They admired His speech, however, and afterwards 
said to one another, “Never has a prophet taught thus!” Still 
they had their whisperings about’ Him. 

The lurking pharisees in Capharnaum did not publicly 
declare the object of their mission; they questioned Serobabel, 
the centurion, only privately. Under pretext of traveling to 
some other place for the Sabbath, as was the custom of many 
Jews, especially where there was a renowned teacher, they 
tarried here. Many also came to rest from their business cares 
in this beautiful and fertile region in the vicinity of Genesareth. 
Very early the next morning, Jesus went to Capharnaum. An 
immense concourse of people and sick had gathered before 
the synagogue, of whom He healed many. 

Jesus again taught forcibly from Isaias, and referred 
everything to the present time and to Himself. He said: “The 
lame shall walk, the blind see, the deaf hear. Or, are they 
not doing so? Why do the evil spirits go out of the possessed ? 
Why do the convalescent praise God? Are not destroyers 
persecuting Me? Are not spies surrounding Me? But they 
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will cast out the Son of the Master of the vineyard and put 
Him to death. And how will they fare? If you do not wish 
to accept salvation, it shall, nevertheless, not be lost, and you 
shall not prevent its being received by the poor, the sick, 
sinners and publicans, by penitents, even by heathens, to whom 
it will turn when leaving you!” This was the substance of 
His teaching. While He was speaking thus, the fury of the 
pharisees grew more intense, and they murmured among 
themselves. 
“Your Sins are Forgiven You!” 


During His teaching, eight sickly men, with great effort, 
brought four distinguished men from Capharnaum to the syn- 
agogue, who were suffering from an unclean disease. They 
stationed them in a place in the courtyard, where Jesus could 
see them and they could hear His words. On account of their 
disease, they were allowed to be brought in on only one side 
which was now occupied by the crowd; for this reason, those 
who were sickly had to lift the others who were bed-fast, down 
over a wall and force their way through the crowds who now 
abandoned the spot, because these were unclean. When the 
pharisees beheld this, they grew angry and murmured about 
these men as being public sinners, suffering from an unclean 
disease. They spoke aloud, “What disorder this is, that such 
persons dare to come near us!” 

When the remarks of the pharisees passed through the 
crowd and reached the sick men, they grew very sad, and 
feared lest Jesus, having heard of their sins, would not heal 
them. But they were full of contrition and had long desired 
His aid. Jesus heard the murmuring of the pharisees just at 
the moment when the sufferers became so sad. He directed 
His words to the courtyard where they lay, looked at them 
lovingly and earnestly, and called out: “Your sins are forgiven 

ou!” 

. The men broke out into tears. But the pharisees, greatly 
embittered, murmured, “What is this He dares to say? How 
can He forgive sins!” Jesus replied :— 

“Follow Me and see what I shall do. Why are you scan- 
dalized when I do the will of My Father? If you do not wish 
salvation, do not begrudge it to those who are penitent. You 
are scandalized because I heal on the Sabbath. Does the hand 
of the Almighty rest from doing good and chastising what is 
bad on the Sabbath? Does He not nourish, heal and bless on 
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the Sabbath? Does He not let you become ill on the Sabbath? 
Does He not let you die on the Sabbath? Do not be scandal- 
ized that the Son performs the will and works of the Father 
on the Sabbath!” 

When Jesus drew near those who were sick, He placed the 
pharisees in a row at a distance from them and said, “Stay 
here, for to you they are unclean; to Me they are not, for their 
sins are forgiven. And now tell Me, is it easier to say to a 
contrite sinner: thy sins are forgiven thee, than to a sick 
person: take up thy bed and walk?” 

They could not reply, and Jesus went to the sick, imposed 
His hands upon them one by one, prayed a few words over 
them, lifted His hands and told them to thank God, to sin no 
more and carry away their beds. Ali four arose from their 
beds; the eight who had carried them, and were also ill, became 
quite vigorous and helped the others to free themselves from 
the covers into which they had been wrapped. These latter 
seemed only somewhat fatigued and unaccustomed. But they 
folded up the litters of their beds, took them upon their 
shoulders, and all the twelve walked away joyfully through 
the amazed, rejoicing multitude, singing: “Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel; He hath done great things to me; He hath had 
mercy on His people and healed us by His Prophet!” 

The pharisees, ashamed and full of rage, went their way 
without taking leave. Everything Jesus did vexed them: what 
He did and how He did it, and that He was not of the same 
opinion as they, that they were not considered the just, the wise, 
the elect; that He associated with people whom they despised. 
They had athousand reasons. They also said He did not keep 
the fast properly; He associated with sinners, heathens, Samari- 
tans and all kind of rabble; He Himself was of low descent; 
He gave His disciples too much liberty and did not keep them 
in proper bounds. In a word, nothing was right, and yet they 
could not censure Him, could not deny His wisdom and miracles. 
They became constantly envolved in greater rage and slander, 

If we thus reflect on the life of Jesus, we find people and 
priests, the same aS many are nowadays. Were our Savior 
to come now, He would be treated just as badly. 


Jesus Heals Peter’s Mother-in-law. Peter’s Humility. 


Jesus went to Peter’s house at Bethsaida with the disciples, 
for they urged Him to go, thinking Peter’s mother-in-law was 
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dying. Her illness had become very serious, for she had high 
fever. There were also others with Him, I think Peter’s 
daughter was there likewise. Jesus approached the end of 
the couch where the sick woman’s head lay, and leaned against 
the couch, partly standing, partly sitting, so that her head was 
close to Him. He spoke a few words to her and placed His 
hand upon her head and breast. She became quite calm. 
Then He arose, took her by the hand, and raising her to a 
sitting position, said, “Give her to drink.” Peter’s daughter 
gave her to drink from a boat-shaped cup. Jesus blessed the 
beverage and told her to arise. She arose from her low couch. 
She was entirely wrapped up, with a wide dressing-gown over 
all. She let the wrappings lie, arose, and with her whole house 
gave thanks to the Lord. 

At the meal, the healed mother-in-law served at table with 
other women. She was completely cured. Thereupon, Jesus, 
with Peter, Andrew, James and John, and several other disciples 
went to the Lake to Peter’s launching place. Here He taught 
rrincipally that soon they would abandon this work entirely 
and follow Him. Peter was quite uneasy. He cast himself 
on his knees before Jesus and begged Him to consider his 
ignorance and weakness, and not require him to take part in 
such important things; that he was wholly unworthy of any- 
thing like this, and not capable to instruct others. 

Jesus exhorted them to entertain no worldly cares, that 
He who restored the sick to health, would likewise give them 
nourishment and strength to perform their duties. The other 
disciples were fully satisfied. Only Peter, in his humility and 
simplicity, could not comprehend how he should be a teacher 
and no longer a fisherman. This was not the call of which 
the Gospel speaks; that had not yet taken place. However, 
Peter had transferred his trade more to Zebedee. 

But as the crowd continued to increase, Jesus withdrew, 
unobserved, and went alone to a pleasant artificial, natural 
park, owned by Serobabel. Jesus remained there all night in 
solitude and prayer; His disciples knew not where He was. 
The second harvest was being gathered in this locality. Early 
the next morning, Jesus left the glen. To be continued. 


REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to 
the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence, 
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Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


16 Daily Prayers 





The Angelus. 


It is very nice if little children pray the 
‘‘Angelus’’ just as big people do. Three times 
a day the bell is rung, at morning, noon 
and evening. Then you should thank our 
dear Lord for coming down from heaven 
and being born as a little Infant for us. 
Pray the ‘‘Angelus’’ devoutly. 


The angel of the Lord declared 
unto Mary. 





88 Prayers for Holy Communion 


fore Thee. I adore Thee. O you dear 
angels and saints, help me to adore 
my Jesus! 


Union. 


I love Thee, my Jesus. Thou art 
my life, my joy. Iam very happy to 
have Thee in my heart. 

O dearest Child Jesus, let me kiss 
Thy little forehead and think of Thee 
often. 

Let me kiss Thy sweet lips and 
speak to Thee of my love. 

Let me kiss Thy lovely hands and 
tell Thee I will work for Thee. 

Let me kiss Thy Sacred Heart, O 
Jesus, which loves me so much, which 
is now beating with my own. O Jesus, 
O loving Heart of Jesus, inflame my 
heart with love for Thee! Make me 
love Thee more each day. 
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True Devotion to Mary. 


According to Blessed de Montfort. 





THE PRACTICE of true devotion to Mary according to 
the method of Blessed de Montfort is an unspeakably great 
aid to the sanctification of souls. Fully convinced of this, we 
intend to insert an article on this excellent devotion in each 
issue of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” during the ensuing year. 
Once a person understands this devotion, he may apply to 
himself the words of Holy Scripture: “Blessed are they that 
keep my ways. Hear instruction and be wise, and refuse it 
not. Blessed is the man that heareth me, and that watcheth 
daily at my gates, and waiteth at the posts of my doors. He 
that shall find me shall find life, and shall have salvation from 
the Lord” (Prov. viii. 32-35). 

“In these latter times, God wills to reveal and glorify 
Mary, the masterpiece of His hands ... Ged wills that His 
Holy Mother should now be better known, more tenderly 
loved and more highly honored than ever...” This, dear 
reader, is a weighty declaration of Blessed de Montfort, which 
certainly deserves our attention. This prediction of the holy 
missionary has already been fulfilled in a great measure during 
the last century. Jesus Christ has attracted the attention of 
the whole world to Mary, and aroused an extraordinary and 
enthusiastic veneration for His beloved Mother. 

In truth, in what period of the history of Holy Church 
was Mary more deeply studied, more widely known, more 
ardently loved and more magnificently glorified than in the 
nineteenth century? From the chair of Peter, the Popes issue 
admirable encyclicals in praise of Mary; greet her by ever 
more exalted titles, appoint new feasts, dedicate two months 
in her honor: May, the month of blossoms and October, the 
month of fruit. Pius IX. announces Mary as the Immaculate 
Conception. He does so in a memorable proclamation which 
will ever remain a masterpiece of filial love, enthusiastic elo- 
quence and heavenly wisdom. Leo XIII. greets Mary as the 
Queen of the most holy Rosary, and in fifteen encyclicals to 
the Catholics of the whole world, voices the call to gather 
around her altars during the month of October. Pius X. at the 
very beginning of his pontificate shows us Mary as the 
surest, sweetest and easiest way to reach the Heart of Jesus. 
The bishops of the Catholic world heeded the voice of 
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the supreme Shepherd and arranged in their dioceses various 
devotions in honor of the Blessed Virgin. Orators and artists 
vied with one another, by word and brush to glorify Mary, who 
is the ideal of all that is sublime, true, good and beautiful. 
Theologians, by fresh researches and profound treatises develop 
Maryology, the doctrine of Mary. The Catholic people hasten 
in multitudes to the places of pilgrimage, to announce Mary’s 
praises. Courageous souls flock in great numbers under the 
banner of the Marian congregations, and in recent times 
especially, place themselves under the protection of Mary, 
Queen of Hearts, to imitate her heroic virtues. 


The Time Foretold has Dawned. 


Truly, the time foretold by Blessed de Montfort seems to 
have dawned; still, these manifestations are but the gorgeous 
aurora of what is to come; for De Montfort adds to the above 
the following significant words: “This will be accomplished 
when the predestined, by the aid of the light and grace of 
the Holy Ghost, will practice the doctrine that I reveal to 
them ... Ah, when shall that happy hour come, when the 
Virgin Mary, full of grace, will be proclaimed Lady and Mis- 
tress of souls, in order to subject them entirely to the kingdom 
of her exalted Son?... This time will come then only, when 
once the devotion as I explain it, will be known and practiced.” 

Let us unite in propagating throughout the world this per- 
fect devotion to Mary, which is taught by her faithful servant, 
De Montfort. Then shall the “Queen of Hearts,” according 
to God’s holy will, be more loved and venerated. Through 
her sweet dominion over souls consecrated to her, she will 
spread the kingdom of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the kingdom 
of Jesus Christ. What a glorious future, what a stimulus to 
our zeal and our love! Oh, let us practice and propagate this 
God-pleasing form of devotion, which is so rich in promises. 
It has already made great progress in the Church among the 
faithful, it has been received with joy by pastors, religious, 
bishops and cardinals. It has found favor in the Vatican, 
where it proved a comfort to Leo XIII. in his declining days. 
It found an admirer in Pius IX., who had his name enrolled 
in the confraternity of the Queen of Hearts. This, however, 
is merely the beginning. The holy practice must grow, must 
increasé, must diffuse itself over the entire world and subject 
souls to the sweet dominion of the Mother of God. 
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You, dear reader, ought also to contribute as much as 
lies in your power to the spread of this devotion. Father 
Faber says: “If we are to believe the revelations of the saints, 
God is pressing for a stronger, a more exalted devotion, an 
entirely different devotion to Mary, His Blessed Mother. I 
consider no work more excellent, more powerful for attaining 
this end, than simply spreading this special devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin according to Blessed de Montfort.” 


To be continued. 


“The Golden Book,” containing most beautiful prayers in the spirit of the 
true devotion to Mary, is offered as a premium to those who secure new sub- 
scriptions for “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” For three new subscriptions, a copy 
of “The Golden Book,” black binding, red edges; for six new subscriptions, the 
same in leather binding, gold edges. 


St. Gertrude the Great. 


Continued. 





What a Magnificent Promise. 


ONCE our Divine Savior, opening His lips and inhaling, 
said to His beloved spouse: “Just as I have now drawn in My 
breath, so shall I in truth draw to Myself all’who inclihe 
toward thee with love and devotion for My sake, and I shall 
grant them the grace to make progress in virtue from day 
to day.” 

Our Lord also promised Gertrude that anyone who should 
praise and thank Him for the graces lavished on her, and ask 
for a favor, He would, in that love in which He had pre-elected 
her from eternity, assuredly grant the petition, provided it 
were for the eternal welfare of the suppliant. 

In addition, St. Gertrude received the promise that, if any- 
one perform a good work in her honor, in union ‘with that 
love in which God descended from heaven and accomplished 
the work of our Redemption, he should obtain as his merit 
whatever is performed in honor of the saint. Yea, no sinner 
who had loved and venerated her should die suddenly! 

St. Gertrude once asked our Lord for a sign as a solemn 
confirmation of these favors. “Stretch forth thy hand,” said 
Jesus. She did so. Immediately He placed her hand in the 
Wound of His side. Then He said: “Behold, hereby I promise 
to preserve inviolable the gifts I have bestowed on thee. If, 
however, according to My wise foresight, I suspend their effects 
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for a time, I hereby bind Myself to recompense thee threefold, 
by the omnipotence, wisdom and goodness of the Triune God.” 

When Gertrude withdrew her hand from the Sacred Wound, 
she perceived a golden circlet on each finger, and on the signet 
finger, three. “Seven rings shall be to thee a certain proof 
that the seven favors which I have promised thee for the sal- 
vation of the world, have been ratified according to thy wish,” 
said our Lord. 


The Perfect Spouse of Christ. 


It seems our Lord raised Gertrude in a short time to that 
degree of perfection where the soul has no other will, no other 
thought, no other life, but Christ. This was certainly indi- 
cated by that mysterious grace of our Lord’s exchanging His 
Heart for hers. From this union sprang those sublime virtues 
which distinguish this incomparable virgin. She was remark- 
able, above all, for an unlimited abandonment to the Divine 
will, a love for God’s decrees, even the most severe; a per- 
fect peace of heart, boundless desires for the glory of God 
and the salvation of the world, and that holy evangelical 
liberty which is extolled as the noblest inheritance of the 
true children of St. Benedict. 

Gertrude’s heart sought God alone, and found Him every- 
where. To please Jesus in all things was the one aim of her 
life. A holy man once prayed earnestly that he might know 
what virtue attracted our Lord’s greatest complacency in His 
well-beloved spouse, Gertrude. Our Savior deigned to respond: 
“Her liberty of spirit. This priceless gift includes the deepest 
self-knowledge and love of God, and leads the soul to the height 
of perfection. It disposes the heart of Gertrude to receive, at 
every moment of her life, graces of inestimable value, and 
prevents her from attaching her heart.to anything which could 
either displease Me or impede My work in her soul.” 

Jesus was her All— her constant thought day and night. 
Every movement of her body and soul was offered to God, and 
directed to His glory. Unceasing union with her Beloved was 
Gertrude’s life. Yet, she did not neglect her exterior occupa- 
tions. The happy manner in which she combined active labor 
with interior union was once manifested to St. Mechtilde. 

This saint beheld Jesus seated on an elevated throne in 
the church. St. Gertrude was actively engaged in exterior 
occupations, walking to and fro. But her countenance was 
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always steadfastly fixed upon the Lord and she seemed to drink 
in with burning ardor the graces which flowed to her from 
His most Sacred Heart. At the sarhe time she appeared to 
fulfill her exterior duties with the utmost exactness. St. Mech- 
tilde was amazed at this vision. 

“Behold,” spoke our Savior, “such is the life which Gertrude, 
My beloved, leads before My face. She walks ever in My 
presence, never losing sight of Me for an instant. She has 
but one desire: to know the good pleasure of My Heart. As 
soon as she has ascertained this, she executes My will with 
care and fidelity. Her whole life isan unbroken chain of praise 
consecrated to My honor and glory.” 

The sanctity of Gertrude’s soul diffused itself even over 
her bodily faculties and irradiated her whole appearance. She 
seemed, to the exterior eye, as a being from a higher world. An 
indefinable charm hallowed her countenance, which at times 
transformed itself into a mysterious, superhuman beauty. 

Gertrude’s life became more supernatural and mystical: 
now she received Divine directions and profound illuminations, 
whose light seemed to carry her spirit into the fathomless 
depths of the Divinity; now she was transported into heaven 
to anticipate its delights, to enjoy its beauty. Often, in holy 
ecstasies, she was vouchsafed the most delightful and sweetest 
intercourse, not only with her Heavenly Spouse, but also with 
the Blessed Virgin, her Mother and protectress. 

Gertrude had her favorites among the beatified friends of 
God, and frequently the saints came to bear her company. A 
special attraction drew her toward St. John, the disciple of 
love, to whom she bore so striking a resemblance. Her holy 
father, St. Benedict, was honored by her with the most filial 
affection, and he rewarded her piety with marks of true paternal 
tenderness. He chose her to reveal to the faithful, the promise 
he had made to give special aid at the hour of death to all 
those who, during life, shall have rejoiced with him in the 
graces that attended his blessed death. St. Gregory the Great, 
St. Augustine and St. Bernard, were particularly dear to St. 
Gertrude. She loved with a love of preference St. Agnes, the 
tender spouse of the Divine Lamb; the virgin-martyr, St. Cath- 
erine of Alexandria, and St. Mary Magdalen. 

All the extraordinary graces received from God and the 
many tokens of love from His saints, were no detriment to 
Gertrude’s humility. She, the marvelously beautiful celestial 
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flower in this barren terrestrial garden, was in her own eyes, 
nothing but a “withered blade of grass.” The more the bright 
rays of Divine Light flooded her soul, the meaner and viler 
did she seem to herself. “O Master,” she once exclaimed, as 
she walked through the field, “Thou dost work no greater 
miracle than this — that the earth supports me — me an un- 
worthy sinner!” 

“Ah!” whispered the voice of her Beloved immediately, 
“with joy should the earth offer to bear thy footsteps, since 
the whole heavens await with inexpressible impatience the 
happy hour when thou wilt tread its precincts!” 

Once as Gertrude humbled herself in spirit, she saw Jesus 
descend toward her with such demonstrations of love that 
the angels and saints were filled with amazement. And Jesus, 
as if answering their astonishment, said: “I can but follow 
her! Her humility has captivated My Heart, and drawn It 
to her by bonds I cannot break.” To be continued. 


Why in Spain’? 


WHY HAS OUR LORD selected Spain to impart to that 
country, through those wonderful manifestations at Limpias, 
a grace for which all nations might envy her? It will hardly 
be amiss to answer this mystifying question by asserting that 
Spain, above all countries of the world, has specialized itself 
as the country of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and His Blessed 
Mother. Catholic thought and sentiment pervade public life, 
as shown in 1919 by the consecration of the whole nation to 
the Sacred Heart, through the instrumentality of Rev. P. Matheo. 
This consecration stands out unique in its kind, and took place 
almost at the same time as the Limpias apparitions. The 
solemn family consecration to the Sacred Heart has been suc- 
cessfully propagated in all countries of the world for some 
years past, according to the express wish of the Apostolic 
See. But in no nation has this benediction-bringing practice 
made such rapid strides, in no kingdom has it taken such 
a decided social character as in Spain. 

The number of families that have made this consecration 
cannot be exactly determined. The principal secretariate of 
Madrid alone numbered, from the year 1914 to 1917, not less 
than 40,000 Enthronements in families of the capital itself. 
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Besides the central secretariate, there are eighty other secre- 
tariates at work. That of Barcelona is among the foremost, 
and, already in 1914, it registered not less than 10,235 fam- 
ilies, 20 mayorships, 44 schools, 46 colleges, 23 factories, 5 
hospitals and 2 courts of justice in which the Enthronement 
had taken place. The secretariate of Tarragona has inscribed 
6,600 single families, 37 towns, 54 schools, 20 colleges, 5 courts 
of justice, and 4 barracks. What especially characterizes the 
movement in Spain is, according to these statistics, the fact 
that the Enthronement has been performed in numerous pub- 
lic buildings. 

To the above mentioned schools, courts and barracks, may 
be added a long list of provincial palaces and council cham- 
bers so that, during the year 1917, not less than 123 public 
buildings were consecrated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Often 
it is the bishop who reads the consecration on such occasions. 
The Enthronement at Guipuzcoa was so impressive, that it 
became a topic of discussion in the parliament. When, for 
instance, a short time after the celebration, a freemason, at a 
session of parliament, ventured to ridicule the magistrates 
for their public profession, the delegate of the city arose, and 
addressed the assembly : — 

“My Lords, I congratulate our provinces that they had 
the courage to profess openly their belief in Christ, and that 
they tendered their God and King this proof of love by con- 
secrating themseves to His Most Sacred Heart. I pronounce 
these words with the reverence which the holy and blessed 
Name of Jesus deserves. Furthermore, I wish them spoken 
as atonement for the abominable blasphemy to which you 
were obliged to listen here.” 

The most glorious proof of the deep and almost universal 
veneration which is accorded to the Sacred Heart in Spain, 
was demonstrated by the nation in 1919. It was just in those 
days when our Lord, with anticipating love through the wonder- 
ful manifestations at Limpias, sought likewise to win for His 
kingdom of love, the hearts of the lukewarm and of superfi- 
cial Catholics, yes, even of heretics and infidels. 

At that time, the whole Spanish kingdom, especially the 
royal palace, prepared itself for this glorious act of homage, 
the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in all the districts and 
provinces of Spain. On Mt. Los Angeles, before the gates of 
Madrid, the very heart of Spain, a standing-figure of the Sacred 
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Heart was erected. The monument is eighty feet high and 
forty feet wide, and can be seen for miles beyond the bound- 
aries of the kingdom. The alms collected from the rich and 
poor of Spain for this work of art amounted to 360,000 peseta. 
With great ceremony, the monument was unveiled on May 30, 
1919. The dedication of this monument was performed with 
such splendor, as Spain may have witnessed only in the days 
of its medieval glory and in the courts of its greatest kings. 

All the bishops of Spain had, by a special pastoral, pointed 
out the social importance of this celebration, and had exhorted 
the faithful to prayer and the reception of the sacraments. 
Flag decorations were prescribed throughout Spain. In one of 
the largest churches of Madrid, Rev. P. Matheo, the famous 
apostle of the solemn family consecration, preached a triduum 
as preparation with overpowering success. It ended in all the 
churches, May 30th, with a solemn Ze Deum. 

At the hour fixed for the consecration, an immense con- 
course of people from all parts of Spain had gathered on the 
high plateau of Los Angeles. Excursion trains and automobiles 
constantly arrived with newcomers who swelled the tide that 
wended its way up the mountain. The arrival of the king and 
queen, accompanied by the gorgeous retinue, the state officials 
and representatives of army and navy, filled the multitude 
with wonder and amazement. But the pious enthusiasm of 
the mass, before the monument and on the steps, reached its 
height when the Papal Nuncio appeared, followed by the 
Cardinal-primate of Spain, twenty-two archbishops and bishops, 
besides representatives of all the religious Orders. The cere- 
monies of consecration began at 11:30 A.M. The dedication 
of the statue by the Papal Nuncio was followed by a thunder- 
ous acclamation of applause to the Sacred Heart. Holy Mass 
was then celebrated by the bishop of Madrid on an altar at 
the foot of the statue. At the conclusion of the Holy Sacrifice, 
King Alphonso XIII. ascended the altar steps and read in clear, 
far-resounding tones the following act, consecrating Spain to 
the Sacred Heart: — 


Act of Consecration Read by the King of Spain. 


“Hail, O Heart of Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament, Heart 
of the God-man, Savior of the world, King of kings and Lord 
of lords! Spain, the nation of Thy inheritance and predilection, 
reverently casts itself before the throne of Thy goodness, 
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erected here in the centre of our peninsula. All nations dwell- 
ing thereon, all provinces belonging thereto, have in the course 
of centuries, through common tribulations and miutual fidelity, 
upheld and strengthened the love of religion and affection for 
the monarchy in our Spanish country. 

“Penetrated by the Catholic tradition of the Spanish king- 
dom, and joyfully resolved to cling to its faith and devotion 
toward Thy Divine Person, we acknowledge that Thou camest 
upon this earth to restore the kingdom of God and peace in 
the souls which Thou hast redeemed by Thy Blood. Thou 
camest to insure the welfare of the nations that subject them- 
selves to Thy commandments. We acknowledge that Thy 
Divinity permits the princes of earth to share Thy power, and 
that from Thee all just laws receive their strength and sanction, 
the faithful observance of which insures order and peace in 
the kingdom. Thou art the infallible way which leads to the 
possession of eternal life! Thou art the unfading light which 
illuminates the intellect that It may know the truth! Thou 
art the origin of all life and of every rightful social progress! 
Upon Thee, and the powerful and winning influence of Thy 
grace, depend all virtue and heroism that elevate and ennoble 
the soul. 

“May Thy holy kingdom come to us asa kingdom of justice 
and love! Reign in the hearts of men, in the family circle, in 
the intellect of the learned, in the auditory of science, in our 
laws and in all undertakings of our country! 

“We thank Thee, O God, that Thou hast mercifully spared 
us from the unhappy war that drained the blood of so many na- 
tions. Continue toward us the work of Thy loving Providence! 

“From this height which we have chosen as symbolic of 
the desire that animates us, we beseech Thee: encourage us 
and direct all our enterprises; bless the poor, the laborers and 
the whole nation. Grant that all classes of society may live 
together in harmony. Thus justice and love will reign, which 
brighten life and sweeten labor. Bless also the armed forces 
of our country, our army and navy, that by fidelity, discipline 
and valor they may always be the bulwark of their country 
and defend its rights. Bless us all, who, in heartfelt and holy 
love for religion and country, are united to consecrate our lives 
to Thee, with the petition that in return Thou wouldst permit 
us to die with the assurance of Thy love, and forever rest in 
the precious Wound of Thy Adorable Heart.” 
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With deep emotion the multitude had listened to their 
ruler recite the formula of consecration. Again they broke 
forth into seemingly unending: Long live the Heart of Jesus! 

After this consecration, the king knelt and, with all pres- 
ent, received the papal benediction, given by the bishop of 
Madrid who was the delegate of the Holy Father. Then fol- 
lowed a solemn procession with the Most Blessed Sacrament 
to a neighboring church, the Eremiten. The Cardinal-primate 
carried the monstrance which had been placed at the disposal 
of the clergy for this celebration, from the king’s own chapel. 
Crown-prince D. Carlos, the minister of war, and two other 
distinguished nobles of Spain, carried the canopy. The attend- 
ing bishops and prelates walked before the Most Holy, fol- 
lowed by the king and queen, the infante, as well as the 
king’s courtiers and all representatives of the government. 


* " x 

Who can read this thrilling account of a national religious 
celebration without admiration! Though unique in its kind, it 
is by no means uncommon in Spain. Now, we may well under- 
stand why God has chosen just this country upon which to 
lavish His favors! Of all European nations, Spain alone pre- 
serves the old religious and chivalrous ideals to our present 
day. It is in this country where the mass of the people up 
to the highest ranks, cling with unalterable fidelity to the 
Catholic faith and to the great traditions of the past. With 
them, as among no other nations, Christ will find the faith 
and the understanding for the sentiments of His Most Sacred 
Heart. 

Spain is one of the happiest nations of Europe. It is one 
of the few whose hands remained unstained in the bloody world- 
“war. Spain is probably the only great power of Europe which, 
by its persistent disinterested neutrality, gained for itself the 
sympathies of the whole world. Doubtless, from the hands 
of this nation, all Christian people will unhesitatingly accept 
the blessings of the Savior. 

Let us, too, draw near to our Divine Savior who, in the 
wonderful apparitions of Limpias, manifests His infinite sorrow, 
not only to the Spanish people, but to all the nations of the 
world. Yes, to the whole world He would show His suffer- 
ings for unbelief and sin, the source of all misfortunes. 
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Sunbeams. 





St. Telemach, Monk and Martyr. 
f January 1, 404. 

BRUTAL and bloody were the Roman gladiatorial games. 
It is the first day of the year, and one of these barbarous 
encounters has just commenced. The fierce-looking men have 
bounded into the arena with flashing eyes and clanging swords. 
Streams of blood soak into the sand. 

Suddenly a dark figure swings itself over the iron rail of 
the: podium, into the midst of the combatants. It is a monk 
in coarse garment, — Telemach, a defenseless hermit, who 
inspired by God with holy zeal to put an end to the profanities 
of the public spectacles, has journeyed from his solitude in 
the depths of the Lybian desert. “Halt, in the Name of Christ! 
Today is the octave of the birth of Christ, when He entered 
the world. Cease your superstitious, idolatrous abomination!” 
Thus he cries out and forces the swordsmen apart. The bloody 
festival game comes to a sudden stop. 

But the brave monk becomes the victim of their raging 
fury. The disturber of the public festival receives the death- . 
blow from those whom he tried to save from death. Telemach 
died a martyr for a noble cause. What he sowed in blood, 
others reaped in joy: soon after, the bloody games, which had 
long been an abomination in the eyes of the Christians, ceased 
altogether. 

Another Telemach, the God-man and King of martyrs, today 
also entered the world-arena in the sacrifice of blood. Today, 
at His Circumcision, the first blood of our Redemption was shed 
as a sign of victory over sin and death. “For the grace of 
God our Savior hath appeared to all men, instructing us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldy desires, we should live sober- 
ly and justly and godly in this world. Looking for the blessed 
hope and coming of the glory of the great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and might cleanse to Himself a people 
acceptable, a pursuer of good works” (Tit. ii. 11-15). 


St. Felix, Priest of Nola. 


Feast, January 14. 


The persecution under Decius weighs heavily upon the 
Church of God. Everywhere there is treachery and ruin. The 
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priest Felix, had but a narrow escape of his life by concealing 
himself in a dark hole in a wall ... Now the enemies are in 
close pursuit; how rapid is his breath; how fast beats his 
heart. Lord, protect him! 

Ah! He whom all creatures serve, sends to the aid of His 
minister, one of the smallest and most despicable: a spider. 
See how the weak little insect hastens its work. Threads of 
silver it is spinning, an airy web for shield and protection!... 
Now let the savage executioners come; let them search every 
nook and corner of the crumbling old wall. “Behind a cobweb, 
freshly spun and unbroken, — no, he can not be hidden there!” 
They hasten further. 

‘How vain is every human aid, 
How powerless is all power, 
If God withdraw His helping hand 
From us, in need's dark hour !” 

But the good priest is saved. Thus St. Paulinus concludes 
the narrative of St. Felix of Nola. Then he adds the maxim: 


‘Thus, tf Christ ts present, the cobweb becomes a wall; 
But tf Christ ts not present, the wall becomes a cobweb.” 


“The Church of God in Ireland Shall Never Fail!” 





ST. MALACHY’S prophecy is frequently referred to by 
distinguished scholars. It is well that it should be familiar to 
all interested in Ireland’s present-day determination to have 
freedom. St. Malachy, as Archbishop of Armagh, about 1132, 
read the future with clearness of vision, and his prophecy is 
having its fulfillment in the establishment of the Irish Republic. 
The saint wrote : — 

“Be of good heart, my son, the Church of God in Ireland 
shall never fail. Long shall she be purified with terrible 
discipline, but afterward, far and wide shall her magnificence 
shine forth in cloudless glory. And, O Ireland! do thou lift 
up thy head. The day also shall come — a day of ages —a 
week of centuries equally; the seven deadly sins of thy enemies 
shall be numbered unto thee. Then shall thy exceedingly 
great merits have obtained mercy for thy terrible foe — yet 
though as through scourges great and enduring — thy enemies 
who are in thee shall be driven out and humbled, and their 
name taken away. But inasmuch as thou art depressed, in 
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so much shalt thou be exalted. Thy light shall burst forth 
as the sun, and thy glory shall not pass away. There shall be 
peace and abundance within thy boundaries, and beauty and 
strength in thy defences. The Church of God in Ireland shall 
never fail, and though long shall it be desired, my country 
shall one day stand forth in its might and be fresh in its 
beauty like the rose.” 


Our Little Friends in Georgia! 


Georgia, October, 1920. 
Dear Sisters, 

Our Sisters have become so interested in the poor suffering 
religious in Europe, and have spoken to the children in school about 
them. The dear little ones were so anxious to do all they could and 
each morning brought their little pennies with so much joy and happi- 
ness. Truly, it made us allso happy to see the generosity they showed 
and the real satisfaction they manifested in making the little sacrifices, 
as we urged them not to ask their parents for any extra money; so 
all we collected was their own little change. When they were told how 
much they had given, they were simply overjoyed! Thank God for 
their lovely spirit. We shall continue doing what we can for we cer-= 
tainly feel the deepest interest in the dear, good religious. Truly, the 
reading of their sufferings is most touching and makes us long to relieve 
them in some way. 

Every penny of the enclosed money order, $20.00 — (it has since 
been increased by about $7.00) — is from the children of the Sacred 
Heart Parochial School. 


God bless you, dear children, and the fervent Sisters who teach 
you so well to pity the poor, suffering people in Europe. Every penny you 
save will keep some good Sisters and little orphans from suffering of hunger 
and cold. The dear Infant Jesus will bless you especially. He will reward 
you just as if you had given His Blessed Mother something warm to wrap 
around Him when He was shivering in the cold stable! If every parochial 
school would follow your example, how much joy we could give to the 
poor in Europe this winter! 


Read How Much Suffering You Have Relieved! 
Munich, Oct. 22, 1920. 


Reverend P. Lukas. 
Esteemed Confrater, 

Your draft of 11,000 mark in favor of the Servite convent 
was received and forwarded to their address. May the united prayers and sacri- 
fices of the Sisters of Perpetual Adoration of Clyde, Missouri, and the Sisters of 
Perpetual Adoration of Munich, avert from the world the visitations of God. . . 
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At the same time, I thank you again for the check of over 140,000 mark 
received some time ago. With heartfelt emotion I read your letter dictated by 
apostolic charity, just as I returned from two solemn triduums in honor of the 
Sacred Heart, as a thanksgiving celebration for the canonization of our dear 
Margaret Mary. Greet all those most noble benefactors and tell them in the 
Heart of Jesus, our common home, all distance and all national boundaries 
are removed. In the Heart of Jesus we also deposit our sincerest gratitude for 
this magnanimous and helpful charity. é 

With a thousand greetings of gratitude and blessing, 
> Michael Faulhaber, Archbishop 


Rottenburg, October 9, 1920. 
Reverend Father, 

I know not how to thank you for the royal gift of many 
thousand mark for the benefit of my orphan homes and infant asylums. | 
should prefer to bring before our noble-hearted benefactors the hundreds 
of children and infants themselves, to sing the praises of God and yours by 
their own mouths. God will reward you! Never shall I forget this charity. 

In the love of Christ, 
Your servant, 
> Paul W. Keppler, Bishop 


Capuchin Guardianate, Upper-Austria, Nov. 8, 1920. 
Rev. P. Lukas, O.S.B., 

Your Reverence had the kindness to send us Mass intentions 
through the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Linz. Deo gratias! We are greatly in need of 
stipends, as we can no longer depend on any support, and are almost without any 
income. It is extremely difficult to get along during these exceedingly bitter times! 

Aside from this comes the misery, that on our monastery there is levied a 
war tax of 20,000 crowns! You can imagine what dreadful hardships we must 
suffer when everything is so high! Would it be possible, Reverend Father, for you 
to send us poor Capuchins some Mass stipends or alms through your benefactors? 
We can use anything, and for everything we are most grateful. 

Thanking you sincerely for all your kindness and charity, and commending 
ourselves fervently to your benevolence, I am, 

In high esteem and gratitude, 
P. Paulus, Guardian 


Abbey Saeben, Klausen, South Tyrol, Oct. 20, 1920. 
Reverend Father, 

With deep gratitude toward God we received your es- 
teemed letter containing a check for 6,550 lire. This was a ray of light 
for our dear convent and revived our trust and confidence in the good 
God. No, He will not abandon us; may He be forever praised! 

Accept, Reverend Father, as also the entire venerable convent and 
all our dear benefactors in far-away America, from our Mother Abbess 
and our entire community, our heartfelt gratitude for this liberal gift. 
May God bountifully recompense all, and pour out His choicest bless- 
ings upon all the noble benefactors. For this we shall plead whenever 
we have the happiness to kneel before the Blessed Sacrament, where in 
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gratitude and love we ever remember the dear benefactors. Through 
them we are enabled to continue our Perpetual Adoration and at the 
feet of our Eucharistic Savior to implore in future God’s blessing and 
protection for peace-deprived humanity. 

Once more, a hearty ‘‘God reward you!”’ Assuring you of our pray- 
ers, | remain, with highest esteem, in the love of our holy Father St. 


Benedict, 
Your unworthy servant, 


Sr. M. Beatrice, 0.S.B. 


Carmel, Gmunden, Upper-Austria, Nov. 8, 1920. 
Reverend and dear Father Lukas, 

Your highly esteemed letter of Oct. 8th, which 
you had the kindness to address to me, arrived on Wednesday. I stood speech- 
less with astonishment at your sympathetic words and the surprising, practical 
assistance you sent us! 

To all our benefactors, thousands and thousands of a most hearty: “God 
reward you!” Now we are relieved, at least for the present, from our greatest 
distress; now I can buy food and fuel! However, everything is enormously 
high. Wonderful is the Lord, who truly does not desert His children but comes 
to the aid of those who place their entire confidence in Him... 

If the Sacred Heart could find no sacrificial souls among the Carmelites, 
_where would our Savior seek them? That were sad. I have a special sacrifi- 
cial lamb, Sister Emmanuela Mary. This is the third year that she is confined 
to her bed by illness; she is so weak and every day has attacks of vomiting, but 
is ever patient, cheerful and ready for sacrifices. She can never sleep more 
than two and a half hours at night; the rest of the time the poor child spends 
in prayer and meditation. Our Lord has certainly chosen her for a victim of 
atonement. Recently our dear sister’s sufferings have increased. What may 
our dear Lord still have in store for her? On the feast of our mother, St. Teresa, 
she made her perpetual vows. On the feast of All Saints, an excellent choir- 
candidate was invested and received the name: Elia Teresa Josepha of the 
Immaculate Conception. On her day of honor when the young spouse of 
Jesus lay. prostrate on the sanctuary-floor in the form of a Cross, she remem- 
bered all your intentions and those of all our benefactors in a special manner. 

Accept, Reverend Father, the expression of our deepest gratitude, of pro- 
foundest esteem and reverence. Kindly extend to all benefactors our sincere 
thanks with the assurance of our prayers. 

The least of your servants, 
, Sister M. Alexia. 
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“My eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all peoples...” Luke iv. 








The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 


Since March, 1919, thousands of pilgrims have perceived wonderful signs ona 
life-sized Crucifix in Limpias, Spain. The first pilgrimage from the United States, 
under Bishop Schrembs of Toledo, arrived at Limpias in November, 1920. 

We have had three different views made of this Miraculous Crucifix. They are 
inexpressibly beautiful and true; large enough to reproduce most faithfully the heart- 
rending expression of our Savior’s countenance and the noble outlines of His Sacred 
Body. These three pictures belong together and constitute a set. They are made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper with a short history of this most re- 
markable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. 

PITTSBURGH: ‘‘I have at hand the pictures of the Miraculous Crucifix. No words can 


express its grandeur and beauty, and the depth of impression it makes on a person who 
studies it closely. I hope it will be spread broadcast among the people in a short time.’’ 


CALIFORNIA: “Those illustrations of the Holy Christ bring to the mind of the ordinary 
person, much more so than a Crucifix, the awful sufferings of our Blessed Lord. I hope you 
will have many calls for the pictures after I distribute my booklets (60) among my friends.” 


MASSACHUSETTS: “I am charmed with the ‘Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias.’ I can 
hardly let the book out of my hands. Oh! it is wonderful.”’ 
Price per set, 20 cents; in lots of twenty-five or more, 15 cents per set. 
For history of the marvels witnessed on the Crucifix of Limpias, see opposite page. * 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


For January 


Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 
Nine days’ devotion to the Divine Infant, veneration of the mys- 
teries of the Holy Childhood, and other prayers in honor of the 
Holy Child Jesus. These devotions are unsurpassed in charm and 
beauty. A friend: ‘For enclosure send me ‘Devotions to the 
Holy Infant.’ They are so sweet, so deeply spiritual.” 5 cts. 
per copy; $4.00 per 100 


Tn the Splendor of the Morning Sun 


Excellence of the Sacrifice of Mass; the Four Ends of Holy Mass; 
practical advice; examples and explanations. A friend: ‘* “In the 
Splendor of the Morning Sun’ is a gem of devotion. Will you 
forward me ten dollars’ worth.” 10 cts. per copy; $8.00 per 100 


God Himself Our Sacrifice 


An exceedingly interesting brochure that cannot fail to give you 
a better knowledge of Holy Mass and inspire you with devotion 
for it. Even children will be attracted by these simple explana- 
tions and interesting miracles. 10 cts. per copy; $8.00 per 100 


More Precious than Diamonds 


The most beautiful that can be said of the love of God; the human 
heart; the value of sanctifying grace. Every heart craves for 
happiness: this booklet will tell you where to seek it, will help 
you to find it. 10 cts. per copy; $8.00 per 100 


Come, Let Us Adore! 


Two hours of adoration extracted from the “‘Adoration Book of 
the Blessed Sacrament.” 1st: Praise of the Loving Heart of 
Jesus. 2d: Atonement to the Outraged Heart of Jesus. You 
will find these prayers most helpful when making visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament, for the Holy Hour, for First Friday devo- 
tions. 10 cts. per copy; $8.00 per 100 


Tndulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 
A collection of practically all of the approved indulgenced ejacu- 
lations in honor of the Blessed Trinity, our Divine Lord and 
His Holy Mother, conveniently grouped under various headings. 
5 cts. per copy; $4.00 per 100 


Devotion to the Most Holy Crinity 
Encourages the practice of this most sublime devotion and con- 


tains beautiful prayers in honor of the Holy Trinity. 2 copies 
for 5 cts.; $2.00 per 100 


* Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
A most interesting 64-page booklet giving the history of the 
manifestations of the Holy Christ of Limpias, and an account of 
miracles witnessed by bishops, priests, physicians and pilgrims. 
ro cts. per copy; $8.00 per 100 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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Subscriptions 
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Subscriptions 


Ten New 
Subscriptions 


A Gilt Jubilee Medal of St. Bene- 
dict; or a Scapular Medal. 


A Genuine Cocoa Rosary; or a Pic- 
ture of the Sacred Heart and of the 
Blessed Virgin; or a large Picture of 
the Holy Face. 


‘‘The Golden Book,”’ red edges; or 
a Picture of the Heavenly Mother; 
or a small Gold-linked Rosary. 


A Heavily Gold-plated Jubilee 
Medal of St. Benedict; ora Rolled- 
gold Scapular Locket. 


A Heavily Gold-plated Jubilee 
Medal of St. Benedict on chain; or 
a large Gold Chain Rosary. 


‘‘The Golden Book” on True De- 
votion to Mary, gold edges, leather 
binding; or the Last Supper, the 
famous Picture by Leonardo da 
Vinci. 

‘‘The Passion. of Jesus Christ” 
according to the Revelations of 


Anna Catherine Emmerich; or the 
‘*Life of Father Paul of Moll.”’ 


A most charming premium ‘‘Ado- 
ration Book of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment,’’ De Luxe edition, printed on 
fine quality paper, hand bound, 
real leather; or a fine Gold Chain 
Rosary warranted to wear twenty 
years. 
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